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Egypt and Libya were safely Allied hands with the defeat of nine Italian divisions. Then Adolf Hitler sent his
star General, Erwin Rommel to take command of Afrika Corps and turn them around. The author, Maj.
Desmond Young, MC, chased and was chased all over the Sahara and Morocco until the final confrontation
in Tunisia and defeat of German forces there. This back and forth journey earned Rommel the nickname The
Desert Fox. The volume also relates Rommel's future as commander of the Western Wall, which was broken
on D-Day and his ultimate fate when he was named as a conspirator in Operation Valkyrie.
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Rommel: political lamb, desert fox.
By Gene Cisco
I had read a more contemporary biography of Field Marshall Erwin Rommel (lacking editorially) that failed
to place this dynamic general emerging from a sufficient historical context, leaving off those traits that
explain his ascent to the forefront of German military figures. Desmond Young's biography succeeds in
depicting the perils and layers of the German military hierarchy, and reveals the natural instincts of Rommel
in his early youth and World War I escapades that delight the reader. The biography becomes fascinating
before reaching the desert campaigns of World War II, benefiting immensely from post-WWII interviews
with his World War I comrades who outlived him. When you do reach the desert campaigns you expect to
rely heavily on maps to follow the engagements, but the prose of Young's narrative puts you in the action.
Young reveals details about Rommel's craftiness in launching attacks (like simultaneous Luftwaffe attacks to
destroy minefields) despite being read in advance through Enigma or nagging supply shortages. Rommel
displayed many characteristics of Chesty Puller, fearless USMC leader: leading in front; acts of personal
courage; appreciation and affinity for enlisted personnel;a gentleman's code of honor. In the film biography,
"The Desert Fox" all these characteristics are depicted with sparing details about his involvement in a plot to
kill Hitler and his own demise. Desmond Young, again by post-war interviews, gives a lengthier summation
of those events. By the end of this engrossing biography other German generals shine like General Fritz
Bayerlein and General Speidel. Speidel, probably more guilty in the Hitler plot than Rommel, was able to
escape the Gestapo net because of his academic gifts of a graduate degree and philosophical training,
something that Rommel did not put much weight in. This biography illuminates this remarkable
general,infantryman at heart, who escapes the infamy of the Nazi atrocities because of his personal code of
honor and bravery. His notable contemporaries' accounts are mentioned that can only be worthwhile to any
military historian as well. Rommel, no backroom general here, is merely courageous, invincible and resilient,
not to be forgotten.
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