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Some people may be laughing when taking a look at you reading Passion, Craft, And Method In
Comparative Politics By Gerardo L. Munck, Richard Snyder in your spare time. Some could be admired
of you. And some could desire be like you who have reading hobby. What regarding your very own feel?
Have you really felt right? Reading Passion, Craft, And Method In Comparative Politics By Gerardo L.
Munck, Richard Snyder is a requirement as well as a pastime at the same time. This problem is the on that
will certainly make you feel that you should review. If you understand are seeking guide entitled Passion,
Craft, And Method In Comparative Politics By Gerardo L. Munck, Richard Snyder as the option of reading,
you can discover here.

Review

An intellectual tour of the discipline of comparative politics with some of its most creative pioneers and
contemporary practitioners. The carefully organized interviews offer surprising perspectives about our
eclectic and evolving field, and remind us of why we became scholars of comparative politics in the first
place.

(Edward Gibson, Northwestern University)

This fascinating history of comparative politics offers a panoramic view of major debates and of trends in
theoretical and methodological approaches over the second half of the 20th century. It brings the field to life
by letting scholars who shaped it sketch their own intellectual biographies. Reading it is a truly enriching and
enjoyable experience for any comparativist.

(Evelyne Huber, University of North Carolina)

This book fills a huge void in the profession of political science. Through a series of fifteen carefully
prepared and referenced, wide-ranging, and often captivating interviews with many of the most influential
scholars of comparative politics, we gain a priceless perspective on the growth of the discipline and the craft
of research and theory building. In their intelligent and probing interviews (and very valuable introductory
chapters), Munck and Snyder go a long way toward correcting our crippling deficit in professional memory,
while revealing the life histories, moral convictions, intellectual passions, and divergent theoretical and
methodological approaches that have shaped and advanced comparative politics in the last half-century. This
book should be read by everyone who is preparing for, or thinking about, a career in political science, no
matter the field.

(Larry Diamond, coeditor, Journal of Democracy)



Reading autobiographical reflections of notable scholars is a pleasurable way of learning about a field of
study. These interviews cover a good slice of modern comparative government. They are wide ranging,
focused, and informative. And fun to read.

(Nelson W. Polsby, University of California, Berkeley)

To show how great works that have shaped our understanding of politics and society are rooted in individual
lives is a wonderful project. Munck and Snyder are the best of guides. Thoroughly informed about the
scholarship, they explore the personal side with deftness, tact, and imagination. The result is a series of lively
and revealing intellectual portraits.

(Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Watson Institute for International Studies)

A fascinating oral history of comparative politics in the United States. You could read the collected books
and articles of all the fifteen leading lights represented here and never grasp the insights that these interviews
offer: how wars, immigration, and the economy shaped the research agenda; how the backgrounds,
personalities, and life experiences of these scholars guided their work; and how these scholars evaluate one
another and those beyond this elite circle. Munck and Snyder have performed an invaluable service to the
discipline.

(Michael Coppedge, University of Notre Dame)

This distinctive book frequently illuminates the dynamics of major scholars' research agendas (and of their
career paths more generally), thus making it highly recommended reading for researchers in this subfield.

(Choice)

I told my qualitative research class to read at least three of the interviews in the book and summarize what
they took from each. The response was amazing. Most of them had read most of the book. They were moved,
inspired, and reassured by it. Each of them felt validated by something one of these scholars said. We ended
up discussing the interviews through much of the class... the discussion of how real scholars relate their
world and their scholarship was so exciting to them that I didn't want to stop it. So thanks... for helping them
to bridge the often daunting distance between themselves and the names on the texts they read in class?it was
truly rewarding.

(Margaret Keck, Johns Hopkins University)

About the Author

Gerardo L. Munck is an associate professor at the School of International Relations, University of Southern
California and the author of the award-winning book Authoritarianism and Democratization: Soldiers and
Workers in Argentina, 1976–83. Richard Snyder is an associate professor of political science at Brown
University and author of Politics after Neoliberalism: Reregulation in Mexico.
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In the first collection of interviews with the most prominent scholars in comparative politics since World
War II, Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder trace key developments in the field during the twentieth
century.

Organized around a broad set of themes?intellectual formation and training; major works and ideas; the craft
and tools of research; colleagues, collaborators, and students; and the past and future of comparative
politics?these in-depth interviews offer unique and candid reflections that bring the research process to life
and shed light on the human dimension of scholarship.

Giving voice to scholars who practice their craft in different ways yet share a passion for knowledge about
global politics, Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Politics offers a wealth of insights into
contemporary debates about the state of knowledge in comparative politics and the future of the field.
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eclectic and evolving field, and remind us of why we became scholars of comparative politics in the first
place.

(Edward Gibson, Northwestern University)

This fascinating history of comparative politics offers a panoramic view of major debates and of trends in
theoretical and methodological approaches over the second half of the 20th century. It brings the field to life
by letting scholars who shaped it sketch their own intellectual biographies. Reading it is a truly enriching and
enjoyable experience for any comparativist.

(Evelyne Huber, University of North Carolina)

This book fills a huge void in the profession of political science. Through a series of fifteen carefully



prepared and referenced, wide-ranging, and often captivating interviews with many of the most influential
scholars of comparative politics, we gain a priceless perspective on the growth of the discipline and the craft
of research and theory building. In their intelligent and probing interviews (and very valuable introductory
chapters), Munck and Snyder go a long way toward correcting our crippling deficit in professional memory,
while revealing the life histories, moral convictions, intellectual passions, and divergent theoretical and
methodological approaches that have shaped and advanced comparative politics in the last half-century. This
book should be read by everyone who is preparing for, or thinking about, a career in political science, no
matter the field.

(Larry Diamond, coeditor, Journal of Democracy)

Reading autobiographical reflections of notable scholars is a pleasurable way of learning about a field of
study. These interviews cover a good slice of modern comparative government. They are wide ranging,
focused, and informative. And fun to read.

(Nelson W. Polsby, University of California, Berkeley)

To show how great works that have shaped our understanding of politics and society are rooted in individual
lives is a wonderful project. Munck and Snyder are the best of guides. Thoroughly informed about the
scholarship, they explore the personal side with deftness, tact, and imagination. The result is a series of lively
and revealing intellectual portraits.

(Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Watson Institute for International Studies)

A fascinating oral history of comparative politics in the United States. You could read the collected books
and articles of all the fifteen leading lights represented here and never grasp the insights that these interviews
offer: how wars, immigration, and the economy shaped the research agenda; how the backgrounds,
personalities, and life experiences of these scholars guided their work; and how these scholars evaluate one
another and those beyond this elite circle. Munck and Snyder have performed an invaluable service to the
discipline.

(Michael Coppedge, University of Notre Dame)

This distinctive book frequently illuminates the dynamics of major scholars' research agendas (and of their
career paths more generally), thus making it highly recommended reading for researchers in this subfield.

(Choice)

I told my qualitative research class to read at least three of the interviews in the book and summarize what
they took from each. The response was amazing. Most of them had read most of the book. They were moved,
inspired, and reassured by it. Each of them felt validated by something one of these scholars said. We ended
up discussing the interviews through much of the class... the discussion of how real scholars relate their
world and their scholarship was so exciting to them that I didn't want to stop it. So thanks... for helping them
to bridge the often daunting distance between themselves and the names on the texts they read in class?it was
truly rewarding.



(Margaret Keck, Johns Hopkins University)

About the Author

Gerardo L. Munck is an associate professor at the School of International Relations, University of Southern
California and the author of the award-winning book Authoritarianism and Democratization: Soldiers and
Workers in Argentina, 1976–83. Richard Snyder is an associate professor of political science at Brown
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Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent! Must-read for budding political scientists...
By U. Chandra
This is the missing link in graduate education today! Ph.D students go through the professionalization rituals
nowadays without any passion for politics or scholarship. There's no sense of history either. This book
corrects that anomaly to a great extent. It should be required reading for every graduate student in political
science, not just comparativists.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
This book has kept me grounded...
By itulip
This book was a required text in my Pro Seminar on Comparative Politics in graduate school. I have to say
that it really does add a human element to what seems to often be very flat personalities in the field. It's easy
to just assume that some of the greatest scholars in one's field have always been amazing at what they do,
and if anything have encountered few issues in graduate school. This book really does a great job of bringing
some reality to one's perspective when reading the texts by many of these scholars. Sometimes you find
yourself thrown back by how humble scholars can be, and at times you may find that they are very clearly
quite sure of themselves. Either way, it's a great narrative and a useful companion to any graduate course that
survey's the field of comparative politics. I recommend this book to Graduate Students in Political Science
with out any reservations. I wish there were more of these for other fields in Political Science as well! Even
if you don't need this book as a required reading for a class, it really is WORTH buying to read on your own
or alongside your class readings (even selectively). Thank you Gerardo L. Munck!

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Interviews only
By Monica M. Reyes
I was expecting more tables, information, like real articles or readings for Academic purposes.
However, there are only interviews with great great scholars.
It's ok!

See all 3 customer reviews...
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