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Pointer in choosing the best book A Family Place: A Man Returns To The Center Of His Life By
Charles Gaines to read this day can be acquired by reading this resource. You can find the very best book A
Family Place: A Man Returns To The Center Of His Life By Charles Gaines that is offered in this world. Not
just had actually the books published from this country, however likewise the various other countries. As
well as currently, we expect you to read A Family Place: A Man Returns To The Center Of His Life By
Charles Gaines as one of the reading materials. This is only one of the best books to accumulate in this site.
Look at the resource and also browse the books A Family Place: A Man Returns To The Center Of His Life
By Charles Gaines You can locate great deals of titles of guides given.

From Publishers Weekly
Tired of the frenetic pace of his life, worried that his 30-year marriage was in trouble, novelist Gaines ( Stay
Hungry ) convinced his wife Patricia that they needed a change of scene. In 1990 they bought 160 acres on
the northeast coast of Nova Scotia where they would construct a cabin and rebuild their lives together. The
following summer the author, his wife, their three adult children, some friends and a local carpenter began
work on the cabin. They lived in tents, without electricity or running water. In this charming account of that
summer, Gaines combines the story of building the cabin with glimpses into his family history and a portrait
of the Acadian community that surrounds his property. This is a heartwarming memoir of shared experiences
and rediscovery.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this memoir, Gaines writes of his quest for a simpler life and renewed family ties through moving to Nova
Scotia and building a cabin. Separated from his wife and children, Gaines tires of the hedonistic lifestyle that
has threatened to end his marriage; he seeks to solve his problems by a change of place. Like Thoreau, he
explains step by step how he chose the site, purchased the land and materials, and then built the cabin,
achieving the desired family togetherness as the project advanced. Introspective and sensitive, he reveals the
joy to be found in rural Nova Scotia life and presents a view of coherence rare in today's fragmented
families. Gaines should be a role model for men of the Nineties: strong and masculine, yet willing to reject
the materialistic in order to nurture family relationships and find his center. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ
11/15/93.
- Nancy R. Ives, SUNY at Geneseo
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A world-weary, middle-aged novelist (Dangler, 1980, etc.) and sportswriter retreats to the wilds of Nova
Scotia to build a house and rebuild his family. In the summer of 1989, Gaines and his wife Patricia, a painter,
were separated and talking divorce. After three children and 30 years of marriage, they had grown apart--
victims, not unlike Scott and Zelda, of the bitch goddess of success: Charles's first novel had recently been



made into a movie, and he and Patricia were jet-setting about the country, flirting with movie stars and
growing increasingly estranged from each other and the simple life they had once shared in rural New
Hampshire. Although Gaines sidesteps the issue of whether he and Patricia were actually unfaithful, he
nevertheless draws a compelling portrait of two people bent on destroying their marriage. After Patricia
bottoms out and gives away all her jewelry, including her wedding and engagement rings, to street-people in
New York, she decides to give the marriage another chance. In 1990, the Gaineses purchased 160 acres in
Nova Scotia; the following summer, Charles, Patricia, their three grown children, and a handful of friends
returned to build, with their own hands, their ``family place.'' Weaving together details of construction and
carpentry with personal revelations about marriage and midlife, the narrative works as both a factual account
of housebuilding and a poetic testimony of love lost and found. Neither sappy nor self-indulgent, and as
compelling as Tracy Kidder's House: a beautifully written memoir sure to win Gaines a new following. (First
printing of 25,000) -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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The writer describes how, yearning for a remote getaway spot, he and his wife bought 160 acres in Nova
Scotia and, enlisting their children and their daughter's carpenter boyfriend, built a home there. 25,000 first
printing. National ad/promo.
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victims, not unlike Scott and Zelda, of the bitch goddess of success: Charles's first novel had recently been
made into a movie, and he and Patricia were jet-setting about the country, flirting with movie stars and
growing increasingly estranged from each other and the simple life they had once shared in rural New
Hampshire. Although Gaines sidesteps the issue of whether he and Patricia were actually unfaithful, he
nevertheless draws a compelling portrait of two people bent on destroying their marriage. After Patricia
bottoms out and gives away all her jewelry, including her wedding and engagement rings, to street-people in
New York, she decides to give the marriage another chance. In 1990, the Gaineses purchased 160 acres in
Nova Scotia; the following summer, Charles, Patricia, their three grown children, and a handful of friends
returned to build, with their own hands, their ``family place.'' Weaving together details of construction and
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Most helpful customer reviews

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
A Wonderful Look At The Maturation Of A Family
By Barron Laycock
I have been a fan of Charles Gaines since reading both "Pumping Iron" (which he did in colloboration with
famed photographer George Butler) and his novel "Stay Hungry", which was turned into a movie in which
Arnold Schwarzenegger had one of his first serious roles. Yet this book is so far afield from anything like his
previous work that it stands alone. It is at once a confessional and a tribute, for in this book Gaines
articulates what it means to finally recognize how superficial and fruitless his endeavours over a several year
period had been, and ho whe and his wife decided to make a last stab at saving their faltering marriage by
retreating, en famille, with the rest of their extended family of kids and selected friends, to spend a summer
building a summer cottage on the rugged coast of Nova Scotia.
The trek proves worthwhile, as does the reading experience, for we find ourselves paging through this day-
by day account of how they made it happen, and how they all grew together in a renewed bonding of
individuals through the common experience. Of course, not all of us have the resources or time to engage in
such a quixotic adventure, yet reading the book made me yearn for the opportunity to engage my loved one
and friends in some common enterprise not so much for the acomplishment of the task, but for the
opportunity to grow and experence each other and the mutual growth that would occur in such an
engagement. That is perhaps a solipsistic method of decribing and endorsing a book for one's fellow readers,
but there it is. Like Jack Nicholson's famous line in "As Good As It Gets", it makes me want to be a better
man. Enjoy!

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Family First
By Virginia Allain
I thought this might evoke the feeling of place for Nova Scotia the way Under a Tuscan Sun did for Tuscany.
Instead the emphasis on family interactions and learning to reconnect takes center stage with the actual
housebuilding and descriptions of Nova Scotia's land and people merely the stage setting.

I applaud his efforts to return from the abyss of emotional bankruptcy and to form new bonds with his
children and wife. He gives insight into childhood influences and shows the seductive lure of celebrity status
that were pulling the family apart.

Although I had wished for more details on Nova Scotia, nonetheless it was a satisfying read.



16 of 17 people found the following review helpful.
Sobering and Encouraging...
By A Customer
I stumbled onto this book as my wife and I were expecting our first child. I now return to it as the pressures
of career, family and life in general build up and tear away at me. It is in a package the story of the descent
and reestablishment of a marraige, the pressures of the passage of time on a family, and the value of time
together and a focusing project. This book has a permaneant home on my bookshelf.

See all 5 customer reviews...
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